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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR APRIL 2, 2021  
  

 

The weather was perfect for the 2021 Bunny 

Trail through Elmwood Park on Saturday, 

March 27, 2021.    

It was heart-warming to see more than 330 

children and their families participate in this 

Easter season's socially distanced celebration.  

Children age ten and younger followed the 

"bunny tracks" around Elmwood Park to 

twelve activity stations where they collected 

colorful eggs, treats, balloon art, and other 

surprises for their Easter baskets.   

The Easter Bunny (a.k.a. Krista DeFini) made a special appearance to greet families, and 
there was also a photo-op station where children of all ages could get their photos taken.  
 

 
 
Everyone was encouraged to share their photos on the Community Services/Recreation 
Department Facebook page.   

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org
https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOHRec/
https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOHRec/
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Afterward, families enjoyed donut holes and other refreshments in the Kiwanis Pavilion.     

 

The day could not have been possible without the hard work and talent of  Claudia Duhan 

and Gabrielle Schultz from Community Services and Tom Walchanowicz, Eric Sarley, Linda 

Farace, and April Lemke from the Recreation Department who planned the event.  Thank 

you for all you do for the residents all year round.  Also, I appreciate the many staff people 

who volunteered to help run the Saturday event.  

Special thanks to the Kiwanis of Independence for their financial support and all the 

members who volunteered to make the Bunny Trail a memorable day.  

Also, thanks to all the residents who donated nearly 400 canned food items and $190 for St. 

Michael Food Bank.  
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 Your opinion matters! 

Never ones to rest on their laurels, the Community Services and 

Recreation Departments are surveying Independence residents to find 

out what types of programming and facilities they would like the City to 

add or improve.     

The survey is anonymous and voluntary.   Residents can complete the 

survey online or pickup a paper copy at the Civic Center.    

The survey will be open from April 1 - 30, 2021.  Completed surveys can be dropped off at the 

Recreation Department or mailed to:  

CommServ/Rec Survey 

6363 Selig Drive 

Independence, OH 44131  

 

 
Independence Virtual Academy  Teachers 
Recognized As “Portraits of Awesome” 

The unprecedented challenges schools faced dealing with COVID-19 inspired author, 
filmmaker, and philanthropist Ted Dintersmith to launch What School Could Be, a 
teacher- and student-centric platform created to support a student-led learning model.  The 
online community consists of educators from around the world who collaborate and share 
ideas and explore innovative teaching methods that redefine education.    

When a team from What School Could Be Portraits of Awesome learned about the 
Independence Virtual Academy and teacher Jill Wagner's virtual trip to the Great Lakes 
Science Center, they had to find out more.   

Representatives talked with Independence Virtual Academy (IVA) Principal Mike Pennington 
and Ms. Wagner about the "virtual" class she held for her students to learn about dissecting 
owl pellets.  They were so impressed with the field trips, virtual clubs, and outreach outside of 
the curriculum that the What School Could Be Portraits of Awesome have recognized Ms. 
Wagner and teachers Annette Hudak and Laura Janosek as recipients of their Portraits of 
Awesome Award and grant.  Beyond the national recognition, each teacher will receive a $250 
grant.  

Kim Kalish, Director of Outreach for What School Could Be Portraits of Awesome, said this 
about the IVA staff: 

"... you've got one amazing group of teachers, especially Jill. I've had the pleasure of 
speaking to many teachers around the country, and Jill's passion just floored me." 

Wagner insisted that IVA's success resulted from Principal Pennington's leadership and the 
teamwork of fellow teachers Hudak and Janosek. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RR2GNT6
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Independence Pride 

 
Time is running out to order personalized graduation yard signs for Class of 2021 graduates.  

Below are the two design options.  The student’s name will appear in the center.   

 

You can order a sign from the Independence Athletic Boosters at https://iab.ptboard.com/.   
The deadline is Friday, April 9.   

 

 

 

Let Me Tell You About History… 

The world around us has been changing at mind-boggling speeds.  No sooner is cutting-edge 

technology developed and advances in medicine and science announced that they become 

obsolete by the next generation of improvements.  These different disciplines are built on past 

discoveries and impact everyone's daily lives.  

It is one of the reasons historic preservation is so 

important.  It celebrates the past and connects us 

to specific times, places, and significant milestones.   

History also provides us with a sense of place and 

maintains continuity between what was, what is, 

and what could be in the future.  

 

Next week, the Independence Historical 

Society will resume its regular, in-person meetings (the second Thursday of the month) on 

April 8 at 7 p.m. at Historic Hall, 6675 Brecksville Road.  The meeting is open to 

anyone interested.  Everyone will be required to socially distance and wear a mask.    

 

The officers are currently looking for volunteers to help with inventory --a monumental task-- 

and other support as they consider new ways to display everything they have.  The officers are 

committed to being at Historic Hall every Saturday from 1 to 3 p.m., taking inventory, 

determining priorities, etc., and invited anyone who wants to join them.   The Independence 

Historical Society is also close to launching a new website – watch this space. 

 

https://iab.ptboard.com/
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Download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for April 2, 2021. 

 

On behalf of my family, Finance Director Blaze, and City Council, I 

wish you and your family a joyful and blessed Easter. 

Mayor Gregory P. Kurtz 

 

Signing up for Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update is easy!  Simply send your name and email 
address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

